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ABSTRACT 

This is a general eva luat ion and description of a 
museum for children^ages two through 12 that was begun by a group of 
citizens in Denver, Colorado, The evaluation shows that the museum is 
serving the commimity successfully and has met its broad goal of 
giving children an opportunity to develop positive self-concepts and 
to grow cognitively through manipulation of a responsive environment. 
The museum has developed high involvement activities that need ,low 
supervision. The activities have been most successful with children 
ages three through eight. In an ethnic . kitchen children learn to 
laeasure ingredients, churn butter, and use similar ingredients to 
produce a variety of bi^eads from different cultures. They are 
involved in role play and language development through the use of 
hand puppets and a grandmother's attic exhibit. Other exhibits 
include a stream table, where children build terraces and dams, and a 
wildlife exhibit of stuffed animals, which allows the children to 
touch and feel the animals that live in Colorado. Children play games 
on a computer terminal, look at familiar pbjects with microscopes, 
and "see their voice" with oscilloscopes. The museum schedules time 
for Denver public school students to visit the exhibits and, through 
its outreach program, places exhibits in places such as Day Care and 
Head Start centers for a week or two at a time. The museum serves as 
a training facility for people interested in pursuing child 
development as a career by working with education departments of 
nearby universities and with high school students. It also offers 
parenting workshops, (Author/RM) 
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A Museum For Children was begun by a group of citizens V7ho felt 
that there wns a need for chil.draa in Donvar to hnve a participatory 
learning experience- 
Details on the Museums hl5Jt:ory o.xhibits and evaluationc of Exhibii-.s- 
have been fully discussed and m:iy bo* found in the final reports for 
1973 - 1974 and 1974 - 1975. The objectives of the project v/ere: 

1. To explore on a comprehensive, basis v;hether a Childrcns 
Museum vjould be feasible for Denver and the Rocky Mountain 
Region, 

2. To test the effectiveness of varioufj exhibits in different 
areas of the city so that differing socio-economic populations 
including handicapped children would be sampled* 

3. To determine whether community support existed for the per- 
manent establishment of a Children's Museum. c--, 

4. To give children an opportunity to develop positive self- 
concepts and to grow cognitively through manipulation of a 
responsive enviroament. 

To. develop a model for a Children's Museum that .would reflect 
the educational needs of the Rocky Mountain region. ' 
A series of exhibits u:i3 constructed in the summer of 1973 and taken 
to 6 different locations. An estimated 8,000 children visited the ex- 
hibits. In 1974 a second series of exhibits toui;cd d .variety of neigh- 
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bo^hool]^J iiiul n^^■irl.y ;ip,000 people c .:i>oi; i lIkhu This i.ViipoiKic 

from the connaunity convinced tlui MurJin-n) ' s UodL'd oL Directors that 
there was indeed a need for a permanent Children's Museum. 

The Board chose an inner city location to house the Museum. 
A grant from a local foundation eovv'i:t:d the cofst of renovating a 
warehouse of 10,140 square feet. The Museum opened January 25, 1975. 

Broad objectives of this third project year v;ere to design and 
create exhibits and programs which v;ould provide an awareness of j^elf , 
of the natural v/orld around us, and of the impact that the concepts 
of self and nature have had on the v/orld that man has created. 

The Museum's goals for this project period were: 

1. To establish and construct a phanging interpretative exhibit 
area that v/ould provide children vjith the elements to under- 
stand themselves and the natural or man-made environment that 
they are part of. 

2. To establish v;orkshops for children and parents that provide 
a more intensive investigation of the themes of self and the 
environment v;hether it be natural or man-made. 

3. To establish within the Museum a Resource and Recycle Center 
for parents, teachers and others interested in child develop- 
ment that would provide recyclable materials and ideas. 

*4. To establish within the Museum a Performance Center v/here the 
^ children participating would be the principle communicators 

of a changing series of programs. 

5. To escablish the museum as a training center for early child- 
hood development: pc^rsonnO'l . Such as|ilead Start, day care, pr 
sc^^.ool and elementary students or teachccs*. 



Tlui Ircnirs froia 10:00 - 2:00 y iiuon-ji i'rM tv 

foi- iiOLi I'l cnioat ry schooJi;, day (.^in iiL^u':; , U^Ad :.-i>ii*L v . , l... . . , 

pru--Lichoo I s and oLhcr or^v^n.i /'.t^d groups. publ ic hours ior i'aiailicL: 

were Urom 2:00 - 5:00 Tuesday thru Friday, 10:00 - 5:00 on Saturdays 
and 2:00 - 5:00 on Sundays. 

Thc^ Musuum Staff consir,lvd of a I) j rector , Aduii uijai'ativ^ Ar,.s1 ..i\nit , 
Exhibits Curator, Pro[,'ram Cordiaator, Com.uunity CordLnator, Pnrc--Tiiaj - 
Assistant, Tart-Tima Secretary, Par t-Tiiiisj Janitor and two Part-Tirae people 
who supervised the Museum floor on v/eeUends. 

During the six month period from January 1, 1976 through June 30, 1976, 
18,105 children visited the Museum during the reserved hours. The coniporji- 
tion of the groups is as follows: 



Day Care ' 372 

Handicapped 167 

Special Education 155 

Public Elenentary Schools ^ Head Start . , 13,769 

Private Elementary Schools 357 ■ 

Private Pre-Schooi 3,285 



During its first year in its permanent location, community response 
to the Museum remained overt-zhelming. Groups reserved times months in ad- 
vance, and we v/ere unable to accomodate all who wanted to come. Children 
visiting the Museum took great delight in the exhibits. 

Exhibits related to three theme areas of Self, Nature and Technology. 

In the self area, children used color* sens'e cubes to experience the 
aensatign of Ciolor, their reaction to it^and the use of all of their tacjtile*' 
senses in the identification of objects in each cube. 

Ethnic Kitchen -*^ince the kitchen is the prime activity center of a 
home, tl^is e:<hibit reporduce^i ethnic kitchens near ti\e turn of the century. 
Children loarnL^d to m-iasure ingredients, to churn buLter aiid to use siifiiiar 
•Inferedlrr.ntG to proa:ir!o a variety of breads fr )M d lf fvV'^uL cultvirci;. 



Exhibii.^: in the 5;elf-arou nultl-cii Luural to provide chi.ldLoii 

with a reference point to .show their personal heritcige as a means of 
improving their self-images through positive socialization. 

n Indian tee-pee was built for the exhibits floor by a native 
Aim .^an^ Reporductions of Indian utensils, dviimo and artifacts are 
used . 

Sirens on ♦"lie exhibits floor appear in Spcinn^jh as x^jell as Kn^lish. 
The Museum's newsletter is also bi-lingual . 

Role-playing and language development through the use of hand 
puppets and a Grandmother's Attic exhibit. The attic consists of 
turn-of-thc-century clothes and furniture. Children engage in role- 
playing by dressing up in clothes such as doctors and nurses uniforms 
and firenians uniforms. 

Examples of exhibits in the nature theme area include a stream 
table where children can build terraces and dams as a method of gain- 
ing an understanding of one aspect of ecology and how man influences 
the enviornment. 

Live animals such as snakes and an ant habitat provide childr.en 
with the opportunity to watch the colony ac work and as a home. A xjild-y 
life exhibit of stuffed animals allows the children to touch and feel 
the animals that live in Colorado.. 



A variety of copstantly changing art and craft e':perio.nces are avail- 
able. * These include easels, zootropes, clay^ dilution trays, and make-up. 

Technology exhibits include a computer terminal that ha^ been pro- 
grammed V7ith games and activities that demonstrate the characteristics 
of this mondern too], as the childrCin interact with it and also provide 
some identification tfith self as. -the children mak^'. decisions in response 
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to. the computer program- : ' • . , , . • 



CalcuTalort5, nii croi;^:()pe^5 l:o look at L-aiiiiliar ohjcc^us V7il:]i a tlLlT / ■ 
c.nt pei::;'K»i'.L LVc and an osr.i 1 loiicij])^.? vai.ich enables the chi.ldi:vai to "i^iju 
tluiir voicca" are very popular exhibits. 

Exhibits that do not have a specif ie objective that can be evaluatcM 
have been removed from the exhibit floor - v;e have learned that v/e need 
more hij3h involvement - low supt^rvision activities' to minimjze the nuru- 
bers of staff and voJ.unteer adults needed on the exhibits floor. 

Suniiiier workshops for this project year relate to and sup^:. L3:\Kuit 
themes that the exhibits folio;-/. For a complete schedule, see Appendixes 
A and B. 

Some of these have been done in target area neighborhoods in co- 
operation with the Denver Public Library. Others are done at the Museum. 

A Community Coordinator vzas hired in September of 1975 along with 
her part time assistant. Her specific role was to establish an out- 
reach program for the^ Museum. , • • ' 

This program focused on clusters of Day Care Mothers, Day Care and 
Head Start Centers. Exhibits were taken out to these facilities and 
left for a week .to two. The Community Coordinator then scheduled these 
groups to come to the Museum for visits and workshops. Almost 2,000 
Head Start children visited the, Museum this year. The Museum received 
many letters from day care mothers in praise of its program, workshops 
and exhibits. * . ' 

The Performahce Center or Imagination Play-house offered a variety 
of personal involvement* experiences including magic shovjs, puppet shov/s 
and participatory theatre.. These were very well attended and, again, we 
could not accomodate all the people who ;janted to participate. They 
were successful in th'it the children themselves could become the per- 



formcr.s . ' ' ■ 

The 1. 1.1- nu o ct?i)Lor i:i boinp, diri'L: l.-d by i;liiL'f luei.ibcr • 

ionced in produeiiii^ cliildreu's program:;* A variety of j_5roups will per - 
form throuj^Jiout the. yoar, enabliiii;- childron to cicperieacc the theater 
in its divorse forms, 

Tho 'RLNSourcc and Rocyclo Cvinter dcmonfitraLer; the practicality of 
recycling materials and encour;i:;es the self aspects of i^magination, cre:- 
ativity, and orij^inality oC each person using this facility. 

Workshops on the use of rccyclaBle materials as educational tools 
were held throughout the year both at the Museum and out in the com- 
munity. They v/ere extremely well received by day care moth2rs and 
Head Start teachers v;ho were able to purchase grocery sacks full of 
materials at a very low cost and thea use them with their children to 
create useful objects and education:. \ tools. IJc/i'kshops in jthe use of 
tri-wall v;ere very successful. T lose ^ttiuudin^^ learned to make easels, 
doll ^cradies, doll houses and puppet theatres from tri-wall. 

Activity sheets of ideas on thr. use of these materials were provid- 
ed. - - ' 

The Museum offers the use of a library of books to supplement 
the workshops on recyclable materials* 

The Museum continues . to work with Metropolitan area public schools. 

The Scheduling groups who visit the Museum is done so that Majority 
Anglo children and Mwiority childri>,h are paired. Close observation is* 
undertaken at these tinias. The children' invar iably- interract in a 
natural way because the Mucuum atmosphere is coudusive to spontaneous 
interaction.. Oncji they enter the exhibit area, children may go in v;hat- 
ever direction i:hey..v/iti^^ and almost nevor t^tay vllh V^-.eiv cuvn c.roiips. . 



rortablc: v.'ilh I Ill's iacl. of {.'CrueLnrc ^iul '.;,i'j.L u.-e: Liy to k».'up l:Uo 
chiJAh'ca tiOiiutlior or wiLh a parl.uer. 

la an" fort, to make Lhe Miuseum a Uirainiug Cacility for people 
intorcMtoil in purruinj^j childdove l^opmcnt: aii a career, Lho museum \;orks 
with lii[:;fi .scliooi ;;tutluatcs student teachem from the University of 
Colorado at Boulder and child dev^^lopmcnt and education -majors from 
Metro State Collci^c i/ho are af;sici\ed to the auceum as paij-t of their cour- 
of study throurihout the year. \ 

In addition, the Museum offered a parentiuf^ v/orkchop to interested 
coniTiiunity members. 

Because the "broad goals" for this project (as outlines in the 1975 
76 proposal) v/erxi unsubstantiated by specific objectives, this is a gen- 
eral evaluation. 

The Mueeum has been perhaps too ambitious in its claim to serve 
children from ages 2 through 12. it is probably most successful in 
reaching children from ages 3 through 8. Observation has indicated 
that children over 8 are interested mainly in the computer terminal. 
The Museum has re-defined the population that it serves on the exhibit 
floor, but workshops are available for children through age 12. 

The number of children on the exhibit floor at any one time is 
limited to about 80 so that the experience is enjoyable and not frenetic 

Recoimr.endations : 

Long range planning is valuable. It prevents a Museum from taking 
on programs for which it iru?/t ready. We learned that v;e were perhaps 
trying to do too inaity programs and that our grow'uh has b-jeu too rapid.. 
"Admlnistriu.lve pj.or.lc.m:: began with tha rt^.o i jn:' f ni in Sc;:^ e..iber of 



the Miuj^i'... V; DiC.'.cl.or. A tiMpi^i-.ity ( . i-. Iu limI uul.Il a li. ; . . 

D'ii-cr.f.ot l\.>uiul in sprii^.j, of; l^//t>. ft. is iiu^ioirhaut: Ulial: a 

Board ol: DiuccLors coiuiiuinical'.c its pliiioiiuphy clearly Lo the Musouiu 
Director before he or she is hired. 

During the transitional period, it bccar.u! iipparont that siome 
staff r.i...uberr; \;crc not qualifi^- 1 In the positioncj 'for which th..'.y 
were hiixd. This resulted in some turn-over. It is recoimuended that 
a Mus eu.il \/i Lh a si.'.all staff xuclud e peo pie \/itU a variety of skills. 
Traditional Museum positions such as^Exhibit Curator are inappropriate 
for a participatory Museum. Exhibits should be designed by many peo- 
ple rather than one permanent staff person so that 'chey will reflect 
different perspections and different cultures. . 

Exhibits must have specific objectives so that they may' be 
evaluated. There should be a schedule of changing exhibits and a 
systematic rotation of exhibits. 

Despite the administi^ative confusion, the museum v;as able to 
continue to function so that it served the community successfully 
and met the broarl* goals as outlined in the project proposal for 
1975^1976. ■ ' 

The Museum* s original goal of including people of all ages, 
ethnic groups and classes in its planning has beeo achieved. The 
Staff, Board of D^irectbrs and Volunteers include a wide variety of ^ 
people working together to achieve the common *;oal of A Museum For 
Children. . ■ ' 'o 
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A. 1975 Woukjihop Sclu'dulo 

B. 1976 VJork:>liop Schodulo 

C. Evaluatians of WorkfUiops 

D. Richard Stcckel's resume 
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